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We believe that learning through the arts best prepares children for life. 

A Note from Mr. Elsea 

It is wonderful to work at Lee.  Let me pro-

vide a few highlights of the great things hap-

pening at Lee.  It isn’t just the students! 

We have an amazing PTA.  We were provid-

ed with food for the teachers to help get 

them through conferences.  They also have 

provided the funding for a visiting artist, 

Emily Arrow, to come to Lee on the 7th.  

They coordinate funding for the classroom 

trips and keep the volunteers happening 

around here. 

Speaking of conferences, the fabulous 

teachers found an electronic sign up for con-

ferences.  We tried it out last month.  If you 

have any comments on how it was used, 

please let me know.  From our end, we 

thought it worked well and currently plan on 

using it again for the next round of confer-

ences. 

Our students have shined this month.  I re-

ceive so many compliments on how our stu-

dents are performing, behaving and volun-

teering.  It warms my heart to get these and 

want to share them all, but there is only so 

much room in the newsletter. 

Please join us sometime and share in the 

wonderful world of Lee. 

                  Dates To Remember 

6-Choir concert  5:30pm 

7-Visiting Artist—Emily Arrow 

     PTA mtg. 6:00pm 

9-5th grade field trip to MUMAA 

10-Math contest @ Beulah 

12-16 Toolbox Treasures Week 

13-PTA Shakespeare’s night 

15-ASB mtg. 6:00 pm 

16-ELL parent tea 7:45-8:45am 

20-1st Grade Fairy Tales performance after 

all-school sing along (approx. 10:00) 

     Kindergarten performance 1:30 

21 through Jan.3– Winter Recess-School 

not in session 

Looking Ahead to January 

10-PTA mtg. 6:00pm 

12—5th grade Extravaganza 

16– No School-MLK Day 

19-ASB mtg. 6:00 time 

23-4th & 5th grade concert @ MO Theatre 

26-4th & 5th grade MMEA performance, 

will return to Columbia approx. 8:00 pm 

Please remember to call the school if your child is late or absent from school. 

                214-3530 
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Grade Level News 

Kindergarten:  Kindergarten is integrating Holidays, sea-
sons, and senses. We are preparing for our Winter Integra-
tion Concert on Dec. 22nd @ 1:30 p.m. 

1st Grade:  First grade is working on fluency and expression 
while reading. We are also continuing our study of identifying 
characters, setting, dilemma, and solution from Fairy Tales 
around the world. We are gearing up to share Fairy Tale 
Shadow Puppet Readers Theaters with parents. 

2nd Grade:  Second grade is starting informational writing 
this month.  

3rd Grade:  Third graders will be dipping their toes into 
multiplication!   

4th Grade:Fourth graders are finishing up their research on 
Body Systems which will become a multi-paragraph infor-
mation piece with the features of nonfiction text.  They are 
using division in math. 

5th Grade:  Fifth grade is hard at work on creating our sea 
creature stop-motion films! We are also beginning our drug-
prevention unit in Health,  I’ve Got The Power.  

Counselor Corner 

We have been discussing diversity and the im-
portance of accepting others in our counseling 
lessons.  In December, we will look at lessons on 
coping skills when dealing with uncomfortable 
situations.  The students have continued to do a 
great job sharing ideas and personal stories.  I 
appreciate their willingness to share as it helps 
our conversations be more applicable to the class-
room setting.  

PTA News 

The PTA Fall Pledge drive is going on until December 
16.  Help us reach our $5,000 goal by donating and 
reaching out to friends, families, and businesses you 
know.  The complete information can be found on the 
PTA website – http://leeartspta.org. 

We are also hosting a Lee dining fundraiser at all Shake-
speare’s locations on Tuesday, December 13.  Bring a 
flyer and support our school!  Flyer on next page. 

After the break, PTA will be working on a plan to 
achieve recognition from the National PTA as a School 
of Excellence.  We’re looking for interested parents to 
participate in the planning to improve PTA’s support of 
Lee.  If you’re interested, please contact us at leeartsp-
ta@gmail.com. Art News: Heather Kippenberger (Miss Kippy) and Ali 

Pemberton (Miss Pemby) are MU students that are 
working as artists in Becky Elder’s fourth grade class to 
inspire the development of a guide book about the 
LEAP area while blogging about the experience. This 
blog follows the journey of  an art integration. You can 

visit the blog at http://leeartlearning.weebly.com/ to read 

about the work of the fourth graders who will soon be 
adding to the blog.  

On the last day of November, kindergarten classes will make 
their first trip to Mizzou North to the MU Museum of Art and 
Archaeology.  They will view 2-D and 3-D art from thousands 
of years ago to the present.  They will see, write about and 
draw landscapes, portraits, still lifes and non objective art. 
On Dec. 9, fifth graders will tour the museum with a focus on 
the portrait show.  They will discuss the variety of media and 
techniques used through time to represent people.  This 
museum is a Partner in Education and has free admission 
Tue.-Fri. 9-4, Sat. and Sun. 12-4.  If you have time to visit over 
winter break, your Lee student will be able to give you a tour, 
including Museum expectations. In December, kindergarten-
ers will visit Dianne Lynch’s home at Stephens College to sing 
and see their art on display.  You are invited to join first grad-
ers at Memorial Union at noon on Friday, Dec. 16.  They will 
sing on the steps of the union, then tour the State Historical 

Society.  Art materials make wonderful gifts if you ex-
change gifts this season-- Prang watercolors, cra-pas, 

sketchbook and pencils. Fifth graders would love to get a ZIG 
calligraphy marker!  Or an art class at the Columbia Art 
League or Access Arts. 

NOTES FROM THE NURSE 
Since the cold and flu season is rapidly approaching.  Illnesses 
spread rapidly school-aged children.  To decrease the spread of 
potential communicable diseases, students exhibiting symptoms 
of impending illness will be sent home.  Factors that are consid-
ered before sending students home are the effect of symptoms 
on their ability to be productive at school and/or a temperature 
of 100 degrees or greater.  Students should not come to school if 
during the previous 24 hours they exhibit any of the following 
symptoms:  

 A temperature of 100 degrees or greater 

 Vomiting or diarrhea 

 Persistent cough 

 Unexplained rash 

Ongoing symptoms of discomfort or immobility from an injury 

 

Students with communicable diseases require a re-
lease from their doctor to return to school.   

 

http://leeartspta.org
mailto:leeartspta@gmail.com
mailto:leeartspta@gmail.com
http://leeartlearning.weebly.com/
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Music News 

Music class is full of energy right now. In kinder-
garten and first grade we are adding instruments 
to independent singing and I am excited to be 
working with the classroom teachers on integra-
tion projects. Second and Third grade are working 
on rhythm reading and composition while prep-
ping for the all school sing along.  In Fourth and 
Fifth Grade we are frantically prepping for our big 
performance  at Lake Ozark Missouri in January for 
the Missouri Music Educators concert.  If you are 
planning attend, you should have already paid 
Whitney Adams for your tickets. Our send-off con-
cert will be at Missouri Theater on Sunday, January 
22, 2017.  I will need parents to help move equip-
ment. 

 

Choir and Drumming have a concert at Lee Ele-
mentary on Tuesday, December 6, 2016 at 
5:30.  Choir will have rehearsal as usual and then 
will be invited to stay for a snack and movie party 
until the concert begins.  Drummers are invited to 
stay with us after school and join in the festivities, 
meet at 4:00 for the party or meet at 5:15 to be 
ready for the concert.  Students should dress up 
for this concert. 

 

 
 

 

 


